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UMC #GIVINGTUESDAY

On UMC #GivingTuesday last year, gifts from United Methodists totaled $6.5
million. That mean 16,300 gifts given through The Advance reached mission
and ministries around the world.

On Tuesday, December 2, United Methodists once again are invited to extend
the spirit of giving thanks into the Advent season by participating in UMC
#GivingTuesday. Every gift made online through The Advance on December 2,
2014 will be matched up to $1 million, which makes it the perfect time to do-
nate to Imagine No Malaria. You can even make the gift count towards your
church’s goal; click here for directions. For more information about donating
to Imagine No Malaria, visit www.ImagineNoMalariaWl.org/donate or contact
Wisconsin INM Coordinator Nicole Wilken.

United Methodist Church Websites

United Methodist in Stevens Point and Plover: stevenspointumc.org
Annual Conference Website: www.wisconsinumc.org
United Methodist Committee on Relief Website: www.umcgiving.org

Follow us on
9 Facebook

www. facebook.com/StPaulsUMC.Point
www. facebook.com/ thespringsumc

www. facebook.com/stpaulsumcyouth.point



http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsUMC.Point
http://www.facebook.com/thespringsumc
file:///C:/Users/Randy%20&%20Patti/Desktop/United%20Methodists%20In%20Ministry/Media%20Advertising%20Facebook/www.facebook.com/stpaulsumcyouth.point
http://www.wisconsinumc.org/Resources/Documents/Campaigns/Malaria/GivingTuesdayINM.pdf
http://www.imaginenomalariawi.org/donate
mailto:nwilken@wisconsinumc.org
mailto:nwilken@wisconsinumc.org
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Unitccl Methodists in mission togcthcr, loca”g and globa"y ......

at St. Paul’s at The Springs
December Mission Focus December Food of the Month
NON-PERISHABLES FOR HOLIDAY BASKETS PASTA AND SAUCE PRODUCTS
COINS OF COMPASSION FOR THE MONTH OF DECEMBER LOOSE COIN OFFERING FOR THE MONTH OF DECEMBER
Midwest Distribution Center N )
Supporting the center that provides relief supplies to Mujila Falls Agriculture Ctr/Paul Webster
people throughout the United States and the world. Projects promote major programs in education,
health, sustainable and appropriate agriculture, com-
« . . . munity development, evangelism and church con-
d;'l::?]i,o’:,zg;ew(# [ﬁg [lye,as-L,‘-rgf[s;fI);seel[bizl;;;:l/g(g;c\j/i?s!{:lrjs of struction. They strive to address community social,
i health holisti .
mine, you did for me.’ - Matthew 25:40 (NIV) economic and health problems holistically

Operation Bootstrap is experiencing an unusually heavy call for winter jackets. While we need all sizes, we have a
special need for boys jackets sizes 7/8 and 10, and adult jackets sizes Large, X-large, and XXL. Thank you for your
continued support - we couldn't do this without all of you.

Bishops Call United Methodists to Prayer in Human Sexuality Statement and Ebola Crisis Letter

The Council of Bishops issued a statement concerning human sexuality, addressing their
diverse perspectives and calling the people of The United Methodist Church to be in
o prayer, both for their leaders and for one another. The statement reads: “As bishops of
“ The United Methodist Church, our hearts break because of the divisions that exist within
. the church. We have been in constant prayer and conversation and affirm our consecra-
tion vow “to guard the faith, to seek the unity and to exercise the discipline of the whole
church.” We recognize that we are one church in a variety of contexts around the world and that bishops
and the church are not of one mind about human sexuality. Despite our differences, we are united in our
commitment to be in ministry for and with all people. We are also united in our resolve to lead the church
together to fulfill its mandate—to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. As we
do so, we call on all United Methodists to pray for us and for one another.” The bishops worked together
on the statement during several executive sessions during their weeklong meeting in Oklahoma City. Click
here to read more. The Council of Bishops also recently announced constitutional amendment voting re-
sults, and wrote a letter urging compassion rather than stigmatization in the Ebola crisis

’

Men’s gloves and mittens needed

Place of Peace is in need of MEN’S winter gloves and mittens. Please place 7
them by the display in the Gathering Area. (\
e Place o Péace

Jesus told his disciples to go, not stay. And so, they went to where the people were in order to
share the good news of the gospel. People are not knocking down our doors to hear the good
news and so we must go to where they are in the bars, at the food kitchens, to the homeless
shelters and to the jails. It is with joy in hearts that we, the United Methodists of this area, are
not staying home where it is safe and comfortable but are going to where the people are, just as
Jesus said.

Page 2


http://www.wisconsinumc.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1303:council-bishops-statement&catid=259:local-state-news&Itemid=675&acm=893_85
http://www.wisconsinumc.org/index.php?subid=893&option=com_acymailing&ctrl=url&urlid=1020&mailid=85
http://www.wisconsinumc.org/index.php?subid=893&option=com_acymailing&ctrl=url&urlid=1020&mailid=85
http://www.wisconsinumc.org/index.php?subid=893&option=com_acymailing&ctrl=url&urlid=1021&mailid=85
http://www.wisconsinumc.org/index.php?subid=893&option=com_acymailing&ctrl=url&urlid=1021&mailid=85
http://www.wisconsinumc.org/index.php?subid=893&option=com_acymailing&ctrl=url&urlid=1022&mailid=85
http://www.wisconsinumc.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1303:council-bishops-statement&catid=259:local-state-news&Itemid=675&acm=893_85

December 2014  Volume 3, Issue 12

‘ Changing the world, one life at a time

Interfaith Food Pantry of Portage County

2820 Post Rd, Plover
Y\U,NQE/? Are you willing to be a servant with the Interfaith Food Pantry who could be on call? Sometimes
4 | a person who has volunteered to help at the pantry finds they cannot assist and they need some-

\ R PITL
*M‘\ one to fill in. Please call the church office (715-344-3557 or 715-344-9192) to volunteer.
NO$!

The Interfaith Food Pantry is a full pantry program, serving all individuals and families in need in
Portage County. The pantry is open the 2" and 4" Tuesday of each month from 6:00 - 8:00 pm. The only
requirement to receive food is to show proof of residency in Portage County. Recipients are eligible to
come both times each month. Donations may be dropped off at the church or at the pantry by calling Mel
Dow at 715-347-2689.

The United Methodist Church Reconciling Statement

The Springs, St. Paul’s and UWSP Campus Ministry publically affirms a commitment to spiri-

tual diversity and individual integrity, believing that our faith compels us to be in intentional

ministry to, with and for all people, including those who have not always been accepted be-

cause of race, ethnicity, nationality, gender, sexual/affectional identity, age, physical abili-

ties/qualities, social/economic status, family make-up, or religious background. In addition,
todeiemsino - we support the full inclusion of all these persons in the United Methodist Church.

Stephen Ministry

"PLEASE KEEP THIS CONFIDENTIAL" When you say these words to your Stephen Minister, you
can be assured your Stephen Minister will keep quiet about what you share. Confidentiality is a
cornerstone of Stephen Ministry. Stephen Ministers don't reveal anything their care receiver
says...and don't even tell anyone who their care receiver is.

THERE IS STILL TIME TO REGISTER . . .
DON’T MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY TO IMPROVE WELLNESS IN YOUR LIFE!

Polish Your Wellness Star

On December 6 (8:30-12:30) Dr. John Munson will share a workshop (Consumer Wellness Advocate) through
which participants will learn about 10 dimensions of wellness. These are dimensions that everyone needs to
pay attention to as they build their personal positive lifestyle. Upon completion of the workshop, participants
will become certified consumer wellness advocates and begin their wellness transformation by taking part in
weekly on-line activities geared to expand their knowledge of wellness and build for the future.

The workshop will take place at St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, 600 Wilshire Blvd., Stevens Point,
54481. Saturday, December 6™ 8:30 AM -12:30 PM

Registration reservations may be made by sending a check payable to “The United Methodist Church” for $18.
Send it to the address above or deliver it to the church office. Please submit your registration by December
5, 2014. This workshop is normally $79 but John is donating his expertise and only charging for cost of materi-
als. Dr. Munson s currently the President of the Board of Directors of the National Wellness Institute; a Distin-
guished Ambassador for the Medical Wellness Association and a retired, UWSP, Professor of Health Promotion
and is considered one of the world’s top 100 wellness experts. Participants will enjoy a hands-on wellness
workshop guaranteed to expand their knowledge of wellness concepts.

If you cannot make this workshop but would like to take it, you may register on-line at mywellnessregistry.com.
The on-line workshop is $79
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|Lay |cader Message

This morning, while drinking my coffee, wallowing in pity because it’s too cold or too humid or too something, |
wheeze like a steam engine and | seem to be forever stuck here in the house, | ran across an article on Advent
by Anne Lamott.

For anyone who isn’t familiar with Anne Lamott, she’s the kind of Christian | can get along with well. She has
doubts, messes up, gains weight, has horrible moments, and drops cuss words liberally. In this Salon.com article
(http://www.salon.com/1998/12/10/10lamo/), her words express my feelings at this time of year so elo-
quently, I’m just going to quote.

“Advent is about the coming of Emmanuel, which means “God with us”, and so as the fields outside our win-
dows go to sleep, we stay awake and watch, holding to the belief that God is with us, is close and present, and
that we will be healed.

| want that belief, and that patience; | checked the box on the form choosing that. But it has not been forth-
coming. | have instead been feeling a little — what is the psychiatric term? — cuckoo. “

Yep, check that. So Anne goes on a little bit of soul-searching until she reaches a friend of her who’s a recover-
ing alcoholic who talks about his journey to sobriety. It’s what he says that gives me the most comfort this
morning:

“I talked to these other men later, and even though they had very little sobriety, they did not cast this other
guy off for not being well enough to be there. Somehow this broken guy was treated like one of them, because
they could see that he was one of them...

“Back at the meeting at the Episcopal Cathedral, | was just totally amazed by what | had seen. And | had a lit-
tle shred of hope. | couldn’t have put it into words, but until that meeting, | had thought that | would recover
with men and women like myself; which is to say, overeducated, fun to be with and housebroken. And that
this would happen quickly and efficiently. But | was wrong. So I’ll tell you what the promise of Advent is: It is
that God has set up a tent among us and will help us work together on our stuff. And this will only happen
over time.”

As | wrote earlier, I’ve been struggling to recognize that this breathing thing is not just going to be fixed. That
I’m not sitting somehow in an easier position than so many others who are going through this, less broken, less
angry, less in pain. This friend of Anne Lamott’s? He gets it, even if it doesn’t apply specifically to lung dis-
ease. Recovery and pain are messy, ugly things that take all of our expectations and turn them on their

heads. That is a long, difficult process. That | will never recover in the way | so badly want to, but that there is
a promise that at some point, resolution will come. That is a message | can stand to hear today among all the
idiocy of the voices on the news channels, the excited voices of children, the happy-happy joy-joy artificiality of
the holidays, the stories of another birth, most of which make me want to run screaming.

Sing we all Noel!

Barbara W. Kiser, Lay Leader Emeritus
November 21, 2014

Directed by Terri Schultz

i;ia hﬂuse PRESENTS Friday, December 12 @ 7:00 pm
Theatre AMUSICAL PERFORMANCE OF The United Methodist Church

5 St. Paul’
Group <= Barbara Robinson’s 600 Wilshire

Tlle Best Stevens Point, WI 54481
ma a ean The Best Christmas Pageant Ever is pre-
st §

‘ sented by special arrangement with Samuel

French, Inc.
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Studg Groups
ADVENT STUDY FAITHLINKS - Sunday 9:00am
B PLACEMAT MINISTRY - Wednesday 5:00pm
“Singing Mary’s Song” by John N> THE WAY OF GRACE - Wednesday 6:00pm
Stroman r WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY - 6:00pm

Tuesdays (beginning 12/ 2) WOMEN ON THE GROW - Friday 8:45am
5:30 - 6:30 pm, The Springs FLY HIGH - HUDDLE WARM - Friday 11:45am

Cost: $9.50 ) HAPPY HOUR - Friday 1:00pm
Leaders: Hyejung Hwang and Barb Kiser

(OMPANIONS /2 Lhrvst

A new small group that will pro- vide support for your search. A
path to explore prayer, scripture and the spiritual journey. An experience of God’s grace and love in daily
times of reflection.

Companions in Christ moves through a study of five topics:
- Spiritual Formation (embracing the journey) - five weeks
- Scripture (feeding on the word) - five weeks
- Prayer (deepening our prayer) - six weeks
- Vocation (responding to our call) - five weeks
- Spiritual companionship (exploring spiritual guidance) - five weeks

After journeying through daily reading and reflection, each week concludes with a meeting of the group.

Companions in Christ offers a powerfully transforming small group experience. We will explore classic spiri-
tual practices. We will develop new patterns for living. We will experience a deepening relationship with
God and each other. We will open ourselves to God’s presence and the movement of the Spirit. As we listen
and explore together, we will surely meet our loving God.

This journey will be starting in January of 2015, led by Karl Weyers and Karen Phelps. The text is $20. Schol-
arships are available. The group members will decide day and time.

If you are interested, please contact the Church office 715-344-3557 or 715-344-9192, Karl Weyers at

ADVENT SCHEDULE

Sunday Worship, Sun, Nov 30, Dec 7, 14, 21
@ 8:45am - The Springs
@ 10:15am - St. Paul’s w/10:15am Sunday School

Advent Worship, Wed, Dec 3, 10 @ 6:10pm - St. Paul’s
Advent Study, Begins Tue, Dec 2 @ 5:30pm - The Springs

Advent Kids, Sat, Nov 29, Dec 6, 13, 20
@ 10:00am - Noon - St. Paul’s

Stevens Point Youth Community, Sun, Nov 30, Dec 7, 14, 21
@ 5:30pm - Intercession Episcopal Church

Cookie Walk, Sat, Dec 13 @ 9:00-11:00am - St. Paul’s

Holiday Basket Prep & Delivery, Thurs, Dec 18
@ 8:45am until mid-afternoon - St. Paul’s

Christmas Eve, Wed, Dec 24
@ 4:00pm Family Worship - St. Paul’s
@ 6:00pm Worship with Candles, Carols, Chancel Choir - St. Paul’s
@7:00pm Worship with Candles, Carols, Communion - The Springs
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| From TI'IC Nurses

Cold dry season is here. Problems with cracks around finger nails? To heal cracks faster and stop
the pain—paint with Liquid Bandage, Skin Shield or use cheap clear nail polish. Use 2 coats twice
daily. To prevent cracks around mouth—always rinse off toothpaste. Happy cold weather!!

The Nurses

From Women |n Actions

SMELL THE AROMA!

Yes the COOKIE WALK will soon be upon us. Get out your favorite recipes and let’s start rolling. We need
lots of goodies for this sale, not only cookies, candies, breads, etc.-we need you to help with the set up
and sale. Please check out the bulletin board in the Gathering Area and sign up for the
items or time that works best for you. Friday, December 12, 1:00 - 5:00 pm. bring your
items to the kitchen. Can you help set cookies on trays? Saturday, December 13, the
sale starts at 9:00 am. Workers are needed to man the three check out stations, one
weighing and one cashier. All proceeds will be divided between the Holiday Basket
program and the Family Crisis Center. If you have questions, contact Bonnie Lund,
bonnielund@charter.net or 715-345-0247. Thank you!

~ Women In Action

HOLIDAY BASKETS INFORMATION
Shopping Date: December 17, 6:15 pm. Meet at the Wal-Mart service desk 6:15 p.m.

‘:'"', Packing and distribution: Fellowship Hall, Thursday, December 18, 8:30 am until com-
pleted.

Come anytime to help that fits your schedule. Good fellowship, food and outreach. If you have questions,
contact Bonnie Lund, bonnielund@charter.net or 715-345-0247.

MITTEN TREES

Mitten trees are set up at The Springs and St. Paul’s and ready to receive mittens, scarves, %
hats, men’s gloves and other “keep warm” items S

MONTEVERDI MASTER CHORALE
Presents A CHRISTMAS TAPESTRY

The entire family will enjoy our December celebration. Come along with us as we xplore Christmas music
from all over the world, including familiar favorites and new iscoveries. There is no better way to get into
the spirit of the season. There are two opportunities to attend A Christmas Tapestry

éaturday, December 13, 7:30 pm, St. Paul’s Methodist Church, Stevens Point
Sunday, December 14, 3:00 pm, St. Stanislaus Catholic Church, Stevens Point

A reception for the audience and singers will be held immediately following the Saturday evening concert.

Tickets may be purchased from john@monteverdichorale.org or from any choir member. Tickets will also
be available at the door. Prices are $15.00 general admission, $12.00 seniors and $5.00 students. One free
children’s admission is available with a general admission ticket.

THANK YOU to all those who contribute snacks and beverages for fellowship time after the 8:45
Worship Service at The Springs. It is much appreciated !
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‘ From Worsl"li]o Ministrg

Worship is an experience that is both personal and communal. In church, worship is private and public at
the same time. There can be as many attitudes toward worship as there are people worshipping. As United
Methodists, we welcome all people into worship together. Our congregation is diverse and spirit-filled.
This is reflected in our worship services. Some people feel very comfortable with sitting calmly and quietly
in services, while others feel very comfortable responding to worship in more overt ways, such as raising
hands, nodding, swaying, or with tears. Which way is the best way to be in worship? Both are. The way
that is most comfortable to you is the most acceptable way to be. At our worship services, all should feel
welcome. No one need feel self-conscious if they do or do not respond the way someone else responds. We
are here to worship God and we encourage everyone to feel free to do so.

In Christ,
The Worship Committee

‘ Stcwarclship Corner

#308 Give to Grow Spiritually - "For a child has been born -- for us!... and there’ll be no limits
to the wholeness he brings.” (Isaiah 9:6-7, The Message.)

Jesus is counting on us - all of us - to care for all the children of the world this Christmas season. How do
we as United Methodists do that best? A) By making a commitment of at least $10 to save a life through
Imagine No Malaria? B) By providing items for the food pantry? C) By giving our apportionments in full
this year? In my book, the answer is actually D) all of the above! These are all great ways to live our
faith this holiday season!

When we place our holiday gifts in the church’s offering plates,84 cents of every dollar, on average, will
remain in our local church to provide for utilities, building maintenance, pastoral and staff salaries, chil-
dren’s and youth ministries, etc.

Another 13 cents out of every dollar we give will provide signs of hope to children, youth and adults who
participate in the ministries here in Wisconsin. Northcott Neighborhood House, United Methodist Chil-
dren’s Services, our United Methodist camps, Youth CONVOs, and campus ministries on ten different cam-
puses to name a few. This small amount of our shared connectional giving also helps support all of our re-
tired clergy here in Wisconsin.

About 2 percent or just 2 centshelps us engage with the poor and bring healing and hope to a hurting
world. These general church apportionments help us reach over 3 million church school children in confer-
ences outside the United States. The final penny or 1 cent goes to other designated mission funds.

As United Methodists we are connected. We see that connection when we know OUR CHURCH responds to
disastrous events like the Ebola epidemic in Africa. As United Methodists, let’s celebrate the many ways
hope is shared through our connectional giving this holiday season.

-Rev. Jean Ehnert Nicholas

Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation
750 Windsor Street Suite 305
Sun Prairie, WI 53590
1-888-903-9863 or wumf@wumf.org

Finance Corner - October: John Wesley’s Rule

“Do All the Good You Can, By All the Means You Can,
In All the Ways You Can, In All the Places You Can,
At All the Times You Can, To All the People You Can,
As long as Ever You Can!”

Offerings - $33,349.00
Loose Coin - Stevens Point - $257.00
Loose Coin - Plover - $87.00
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| Unitcd Methodists in Ministry ~-News, [ vents, Announcements
]n ngpathg

James Hardin died Saturday, November 15, 2014. A funeral service was held at St. Paul’s on Friday, No-
vember 21. Please keep his family in your prayers.

Memory Screening
If you are experiencing any of the following symp-
toms:

e Trouble with spatial and visual relationships
o Keeping track of dates, time or the season
o Difficulty having conversation Middler/Senior Lunch
e Misplacing or losing valuable items and inabil-

ity to retrace steps December 11, 2014
o Change in personality Lunch @ 12:00 noon

e Loss of ability to manage money and numbers
e Challenges in planning and solving problems

Please know that there is a FREE and CONFIDEN-
TIAL screening available for you. Early interven-
tion is important for the best treatment and care.
Barb Evans is a Dementia Care Specialist in Port-
age County. Her office is in the Lincoln Center.
She can be reached at 715-346-1401 or 1-866-920-

2525, or adrc@co.portage.wi.us . TCO
~ NS,
p = S

Oakridge Worship, 1st Tuesday of the Month

“Stevens Point Area Co-Op”
Presenters: Co-op Staff

Questions or to make a Reservation call 715-344-3557
or 715-344--9192
Reservations appreciated!

l<cll( )wsl ]i[)

Are you looking for an alternate or additional worship
Men’s Breakfast experience? On the first Tuesday of each month, a
worship service is held at Emeritus/Oak Ridge Living
Saturday, November 22, 2014 Center, 5625 Sandpiper Dr., Stevens Point, at 1:00
8:00am at St. Paul’s. pm. The service is 1/2 hour and includes special mu-

sic, the Lord’s Supper, singing, scripture/meditation

Join men of faith for breakfast & fellowship. and great fellowship. Everyone is welcome.

Menu: Egg casserole, rolls, juice and coffee.

On Sunday, December 28, the sermon will be “Ask the Preacher”. This is your opportunity
to ask the preachers about things you have been pondering, or about which you are curious or
something you just want to know. There is no promise the Preachers will have the answers,
but it will be fun talking about the matters you raise. Remember, be kind in your ques-

tions, nothing about age, weight or political persuasion.

» A Celebrating 90+ Years
\ Special Birthday Wishes to our members and friends celebrating their 90th and

é‘p m.!“‘ over birthdays.

gm0 Fumi Saito December 21 91

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his
name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace."” - Isaiah 9:6
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Unitcd Methodists in Ministry ~ Schcdulcs
51:. Faul’s 5C|1cdulcs: **
DATE | LITURGIST USHERS GREETERS CONNECTION| COMMUNION | AV/PPP | CHILDREN’S
CENTER SERVERS TECHS MOMENTS
12/07 |Jinxie Ander- | Mark & Tracey |N: Teresa Randy & Don & Barb Harv
son Roland Weinmann Patti Hermes Huibregtse Hayden Laura
Kathy Rucinski Brad & Jan Courtright
Jim & Sonja Northcraft Julia Burns
Derkez S: Diane Ogdon Jim & Cathy Graham
Bonnie Lund Martin
Janet Malone
12/14 |Bev Wenzel |Dan & Jane N: Andy Felt Nea Miller Tony
Zierke Family Hansen Steve Faber
Bonnie Lund
Jim Martin S: Audrey Dean Shannon
Julie McGivern Hansen
12/21 | Scott Frazier |Jack & Connie N: Chris Kowalski | Barb Munson Tom & Pam Pete
Negaard Family Slagowski Anderson
Selma Taylor
Charley & Olive |S: Gene & ¢;Ie|2r& Selma Jeff
White RuthAnn y . Troestler
Pete & Jinxie
Cramer
Anderson
Amy Wise
12/24 |Kari Schultz |Ron & Sandy N: John Schultz John Schultz Jordan
4:00pm Shave Family Hansen | ---------mmmmmee-
Amy Wise S: Lisa
Hansen
12/24 |Peyton John & Barb N: Lance Lewis Shannon Eric
6:00pm | Kowalski Munson Family Lewis Watson
Don & Judi Tonya Kowalski
Olson S: Julie Hintzman Maggie
Janet Malone Watson
12/28 |Jean DiCicco | Pete & Jinxie N: Mary Weis Len Hill Ernie
Anderson Goldene Purcell Taylor
Gene & Amanda
RuthAnn S: Sharon Morell Colette Manzke
Cramer Helen Gilman Bernsteen
The SPrings Schec]ules: =
. . ** These schedules are not set
Date Liturgist Ushers in stone. Please be aware that
12-7 Althea Rossier Sue Jeidy/Paul Glienke they can be changed as
. needed. If you know you are
12/14 Sydney Neale /Sue Jeidy not available on a certain Sun-
12-21 Mary Wykle Royce Rossier/Bea Richards day, please notify Sue Jeidy
- (The Springs) or Yvonne Cho-
12-28 Scott Neale Donna Johnson/Richard Drew jnacki (St. Paul’s) as soon as
1-4 Jo Carlson Pat Miller/Althea Rossier possible so we can make the
necessary arrangements.
1-11 Mary Wykle Neale Family
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Dcccmécr 2014

The United Methodist Church: The 5Prings,
St. Paulbs and UW5F Campus Ministry

| Mon

| Wed

TS — The Springs, Plover
SP — St. Paul’s, Stevens Point
UWSP — Campus Ministry

Sun Tue Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 10:00 am - 5 6
600 Elizabeth Circle |8:30am -
:UUpm - 1:00 pm - Oak- Disciples Night . WOTG 8:00 am -
Stephen Ministry  ridge Worship (see pg. 11 for éO(: pm - Book 114 Fry  |Wellness
Peer Supervision complete sched- |—<P'Orers Hic h5am “"Y " lworkshop
ule) 6-8:30 pm - Chil- | "9
drens Theater 1:00pm - Happy [10:00 am -
Hour 12:00 pm -
3:30 pm - Hope Advent Kids
Center Meal
7 8 9 10 11 12 8:30am- |13
WORSHIP WOTG 9:00 am -
W/COMMUNION Cookie Walk
8i4(5)§m1T2e Sprmgs baul 5:30 pm - Advent | Disciples Night [12:00 pm - Mid- ﬁ'ﬁsam - Fly
: am t- au S Study (see pg. 11 for |dler/Senior Lunch '9 10:00 am -
. schedule) 1:00pm - Happy [12:00 pm -
e ;l\/l?rshup Ccirrt‘er 5:30 pm-N & J 0|y6:00 pm - Holiday [6;00 pm - Staff Hour Advent Kids
;([:)i?édule(;r complete Basket Shopping [Parish (TS)
6-8:00 pm - Inter- 6:00 pm - Chil- ]5:00-9:30
faith Food Pantry 6:00 pm - Howard |drens Theater |pm - Monte-
Distribution @ Gr af i t t|gerfosnance verdie
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
WORSHIP 8:30 am - Holida 8:30am - 8:00 am -
8:45am The 6:00pm - 1:00 pm - Curcuit Disciples Night |-’ 198y \WoTG Menos
. - Basket Packing &
Springs Stephen Ministry [#10 Clergy (see pg. 11 for | I 11:45 - Breakfast
10: 15am S {Peer Rupewvikions schedule) clivery -roam = Fly
5:30pm-N6J o ¥ High 10:00 am-

(See Worship Cor-
ner - pg. 11 for

5:30 pm - Advent
Study

6:15 pm - Holiday

6:00 pm - Finance

1:00pm - Happy

12:00 pm -

Basket Set-up Hour Advent Kids
complete schedule) 6:00 pm - SPRC 6:00
7:00 pm - CC (TS) :
21 22 23 24 26 26 27
WORSHIP No 12:00 pm -
8:45am The 5:30 pm- N & J olyDisciples Night CHRISTMAS Office Closed |Hansen
Springs DAY Baby
10:15am S Paul ' s/5:30 pm-Advent }4:00 pm - Worship Shower
w/Communion Study 6:00 pm - Worship Office Cosed
_ 7:00 pm - Worship
(See Worship Cor- @ The Springs
ner - pg.11 for com-
plete schedule)
28 WORSHIP 29 30 31 1 2 3
Springs 530pm -NdJo y YEAR
7:00pm - Adult/  [7:00pm - Thanks- No BLESSINGS FOR | Office Closed
10:15am St. Family Ministry  |giving Worship Disciples Night | THE YEAR TO
Paul s/ Wofship w/ [TS COME
N’ Joy 6-8:00pm - Inter-

No Sunday School

faith Food Pantry
Distribution

Office Closed
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Worship Corner
Sunday Worship Schedule

8:45am

10:15am -
- Meet and Greet @ SP

11:15am

11:15am -

5:30pm
6:00pm

7:00pm -

FAITH

Fellowship time @ TS
Faithlinks

- The Springs Worship (Communion served 1st Sunday of the month)
9:45am -
9:00am -

10:15am -

St. Paul’s Worship (Communion served 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month)

Children’s Church @ SP

Hopc

Cherubim Choir @ SP Disciples’ Night Program Schedule (SP)
- Youth Group @ Intercession 4:00 - 5:30 pm Quilting Ministry
- Touch of Brass @ SP 5:00 - 5:30 pm Placemat Ministry
Evening Worship @ Intercession 5:00 - 5:30 pm Cherub Choir
Episcopal 5:30 - 6:00 pm Disciples’ Diner
6:10 - 7:00 pm Advent Worship
6:00 - 7:00 pm Quilting Ministry
6:00 - 7:00 pm Bible Study
mg L!?c 6:00 - 7:00 pm Companions in
Christ
J E S % ; 6:45 - 8:00pm Confirmation
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Reflecting on Two Years of Church Visits
7sive When Bishop Jung was appointed to the Wisconsin Annual Conference, he made it his goal to visit
(_ :) ¥ o every United Methodist congregation in the state. Coordinator of Circuit Ministries Don Greer,
= o who began his job around the same time, saw an opportunity to get involved. “l knew that for
. - "._.A me to be effective in my job, | had to do a lot of ground-level research,” he said, “so in my plan
- to try to be everywhere, | was assisted by the fact that we got a new bishop who wanted to go
everywhere. And we saw the possibility of putting it together.” Two years later, Bishop Jung and Don Greer are end-
ing their 54-circuit, 460-congregation tour, and are beginning to reflect on the impact the journey has left on them
and the people that they visited - above all, witnessing the connections churches are making, both with their commu-
nities and with the Wisconsin Annual Conference. “It's a rare opportunity to actually visit every congregation in an
Annual Conference,” Greer said. “It has been a joy to be a part of it. | appreciate the opportunity that it's given me
to see the state, to go to churches and places that don't even have an address, and to learn how to navigate the con-
nection of the United Methodist Church.” Bishop Jung and Greer's final visit will take place December 18-19 in Circuit

9. Bishop Jung invites all of the churches in Wisconsin to share in a litany of celebration with their congregations on
Sunday, December 28, 2014, the Sunday after Christmas and the last Sunday in 2014, to give thanks to God

Connecting with the Community

At every church, Bishop Jung would ask, “What is your joy as a congregation?” Many churches gave one of two an-
swers: that their church feels like family, and that their church is engaging in their community. “When churches work
together with other churches or the neighboring community, and bring the gospel into their life, that is such a cele-
brative joy,” Bishop Jung said. “Our churches are making a difference and going beyond their limit to reach out to
their own neighborhood with the love of Christ.”

It seems every church is finding their own niche in their community. “Often, | heard Bishop Jung say that it is the mis-
sion that defines the church more so than the church that defines the mission,” Greer said. “There was a real strong
encouragement on his part that our congregations really do claim their context and understand their ministry in rela-
tionship to the world and the local community around them, and reach out to people where they are in ways that only
our congregations can do.”

These ministries included providing shelter to the homeless, offering meals and fellowship to the community on elec-
tion days, starting a food pantry and hosting it at the church, or fostering a community garden. “There was a lot of
diversity of ministry,” Greer said, “and even those that do traditional ministries, like community gardening or food
pantries, all have different ways of doing it. You’ve got to do it the way that works where you are, but we all share in
the big picture.”

Connecting with New Members

Greer said that he and Bishop Jung also witnessed how churches are yearning to expand their audience and reach out
to new members. “I think churches are in a deep quest for faith, as well as how to be relevant and continually engage
with the new, diverse, and young people in the surrounding community,” Bishop Jung said.

Greer said that he witnessed some churches thinking outside of the box by hosting services on Wednesday nights, for
example. But no matter where he went, he said churches almost always identified growing the church as a priority.
“It was a comment that we heard in congregations that were predominantly aging congregations, but we also heard
the same comment in churches that were multi-generational congregations who were effectively reaching younger
people and included younger families, too. So it's interesting to me that that the need was named whether or not the
church was actually able to do it. They still saw that as a need.”

Connecting with the Annual Conference and Bishop Jung

As a result of the church visits, Greer said he hoped that the churches would come to understand their connection to
the Annual Conference - and to Bishop Jung - on a deeper level. “One thing that's happening is people are experienc-
ing the presence of the Bishop with the people, and | think that's a huge gift,” Greer said.

It’s clear that the precious time spent with each congregation was meaningful to Bishop Jung as well. “Being with my
people and visiting their churches and communities has been such a privilege. | feel that the shepherding ministry has
really been happening through this journey in my life,” Bishop Jung said. “I am celebrating that such a faithfulness
and bright part of ministry is going on in all of Wisconsin.”

Greer said he was fascinated by Bishop Jung’s ability to connect with the members of the churches that they visited.
“He has a steel trap memory. And he's very perceptive about what's going on in the room. It was so unique, | think, to
watch a new bishop visit and recognize people and connect with people that he used to know, and know the back
story behind the congregation and some of the appointments. And to literally discover in the church visits, that he
was with people that he’s been with for many years. The depth in that and the capacity to help us move forward as a
church is something that's a real gift right now to the Wisconsin Annual Conference, because | don't think Conferences
usually get that.”

“l would hope the Conference is grasping through Bishop Jung's visit with each congregation that, truly, we under-
stand our Conference to be the people,” Greer said. “One of the things that he often said when visiting different con-
gregations was, ‘I am here because you are here.’ And | can't think of a thing clearer than to say that; it is not what
we generate at some higher level that makes the difference locally. It's the way in which we live it out with people,
through congregations where we are.”



http://www.wisconsinumc.org/Resources/Documents/ENews/churchvisitslitany.pdf

