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Our Church News 
 

     As we move from our joyful Christmas season into another 
new year, there is a piece of scripture that talks about what Mary 
and Joseph, along with their young son, Jesus, went through 
after his birth. In Matthew’s Gospel there are a couple of verses 
which read, ―An angel from the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 
dream and said, ―Get up. Take the child and his mother and 
escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod will soon search for the child in 
order to kill him.‖ Joseph got up and, during the night, took the child and his mother to 
Egypt.‖ (Matthew 2:13-14) 
     Imagine Joseph and Mary with their young son fleeing Bethlehem in the middle of the 
night heading out into the unknown. Just think that for them as Jews fleeing to Egypt, the 
place where their ancestors were slaves, was truly an unexpected place of safety. This 
young couple that had already demonstrated their trust in God were willing to trust again 
as they followed where God led them. 
     As we move into this new year, we all begin a journey into some unexpected places 
because none of us really knows for certain what this next year will bring for us and our 
family. And so, we need to be open to the call of God, and trust, like Joseph and Mary, 
that God goes with us as we go deeper in our faith and explore new opportunities that lie 
ahead. 
     So, these places could be ones that will help us to grow in our faith like coming to one 
of our small groups. It could even mean starting a new small group around a topic that 
interests you. These places could be serving through the church using our many gifts and 
blessings. This service could be helping with our children or youth ministries for example 
or in the community as a companion with One Big Tent. One place could be helping to 
organize an adult or intergenerational mission trip. It could even mean starting a new 
ministry to meet an unmet need in our area. 
     There are also the unexpected places that come about in the twists and turns of life. 
None of us know what will happen in the next twelve months. There will be times of great 
joy and maybe even some times of deep sadness and heartache that leave us feeling like 
we are in exile just like Mary and Joseph in Egypt. One thing that is for certain is that no 
matter the unexpected place, we will always find hope in God’s constant love that 
surrounds us wherever we are and urges us forward to the next part of our journey. 
     As we come into this year ahead of us let us commit to live more fully and more 
faithfully by following God’s call to new places where we will be surprised and challenged. 
And once we have experienced these places let us follow Jesus to engage the world in 
new ways. 
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     May God’s blessings flow through each one of us as we begin this year’s journey. 
  

Happy New Year! 
        Pastor Tim  

 

 

 
WORSHIP TIME 

We are holding in-person worship on Sundays at 8:30 am and 10:30 am.  
 

Due to Portage County's mask advisory and the recent surge in Covid cases: we strongly 
recommend you wear a mask, whether you are vaccinated or not, to protect those who cannot 
be vaccinated due to age or other reasons while you are in our church building. 
 

We will continue to live-stream our worship services on our Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/StPaulsUMC.Point or through our website stevenspointumc.org on 
Sundays at 10:30 am. Scroll down until you see the current live stream.  
 

If you are not able to watch the service live on Sunday morning, there are several ways you can 
watch it later: 

 All of our worship services are saved and posted on our Facebook page - 
www.facebook.com/StPaulsUMC.Point.  

 Our worship services are also on Youtube. Just go to our church website – 
www.stevenspointumc.org and click on "Worship" from the drop-down menu of the 
"About" tab on the top of the home page. It will take you to our YouTube channel that 
has a collection of our worship services. 

 
 

YOUNG DISCIPLES TIME and  

CHILDREN'S FAITH FORMATION 
As we come together in this new year, and new church season, our 
guiding theme for the next several weeks is "Love Never Ends". With 
help from lessons in the Gospels of John and Luke, and from the 
Letters to the Corinthians in 1 Corinthians, the children will explore 
some of Jesus’ teaching and learn more about what it means to be 

followers of Jesus in today’s world. And, since we are fast approaching Valentine's Day, we'll be 
using candy ―conversation hearts‖ to help with our Young Disciples' Time in worship, as well as 
ways that families can use this simple and favorite Valentine treat to continue faith 
conversations at home.  
  

Children meet in the chapel for our Young Disciples' Faith Formation with age 
appropriate activities to engage and explore the scripture lessons of the morning--Young 
Disciples' messages and activities are best for children in preschool through 6th grade, and are 
offered during the 10:30 am worship service. We encourage safety recommendations of 

https://www.facebook.com/StPaulsUMC.Point/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARD1yBPNx4z52LcqYNnaIr7vrasuEcdCCZ6RrnD1B0gknAOw0c8ENXNq7DJqFJBJoG_d2IaL3KubMg7k&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCPyyxvqbgyYmuow61WUrRS4hJezzgtrgVVo1G_bNs7ezBnpd_9pk73k1hie40zCSwAUp_khmz2jyb5qHc5O0XmDFSl9pFVZYe-vNDzNXe48FzMQa1uxwqZ7J9HvaZH0DDr3IUb6pJfH3fXq58ViCjGdhuw7qr1iEO9XH6Zz9nZlBw2m2TPGTNC-davMJwxWKYWpzV1Vxdi0PVC2Ai6QmsqAElcxI2VktYOYamxo5-UfX1wD7PzWzPDmITUAnKtkEZ-I1sy9qUkw0QrsHi1MYVncx3XMbcN8vUx7Rl8VPNntPpiZMvHQ_JB9RbIT_Cbt6Wf2V5Zl8CluvgbYPZxw3PxWA
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masking and social distancing. For more information, contact Laura Courtright at 715/340-4523 
or lauracourtright@gmail.com.  

 
 

NEW YEAR INSPIRATIONS FOR TEENS 
It was an Instagram post that inspired us in this new year of Youth 
Ministry with a New Year's quote by Brad Paisley: ―Tomorrow is the 
first blank page of a 365 page book. Write a good one.‖ We said, 
what a great way to look at our new year together; a new book for 
the entire year and each day is a fresh page! And then we said, 
what if we look at each month as a chapter of the book and gave it 
a title (or theme) for our ministry focus--each month a fresh new 
chapter!   
  

Here are the first two "chapters" to our new year at Youth Group... 
  

Chapter 1 / January - Motivate & Inspire Others 
As we motivate and inspire others, we will gain some of our own in return! 
  

Chapter 2 / February- Spread Love 
Showing love and compassion to others as Jesus taught us! 

  

We invite you to participate with us. Keep the Youth and Youth Ministry in your prayers. If you 
feel a call, or even a little nudge, to serve in this ministry, please contact Laura Courtright, 
Director of Family Ministry at lauracourtright@gmail.com or call/ text at 715-340-4523. And, 
as always, ALL Youth in grades 7-12 are welcome at Youth Group! We meet most Wednesdays 
from 6-8pm.  

 
 

TAKE NOTE 
In observance of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, the church office will be 
closed Monday, January 17. 

 
 

 

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY 
Our cooperative ministry with other churches in our area 
known as One Big Tent is getting organized to help some 
Afghan families (probably 1 or 2) that will be settling in our 
community. If anyone would like to help with this ministry 
please reach out to Pastor Tim 
(tobrien@stevenspointumc.org). The following link 
provides an overview of how we need to be organized as co-

sponsors and the tasks we need to work on together as churches:  
https://www.ecdcus.org/wp-content/uploads/Co-
sponsorshipOverview_Final08.25.2021.pdf 
  

Besides serving on these teams, some other ways you can support this ministry is to volunteer 
to help with rides, donate furniture/household items, or donate to help support this ministry 

mailto:lauracourtright@gmail.com
mailto:lauracourtright@gmail.com
mailto:tobrien@stevenspointumc.org
https://www.ecdcus.org/wp-content/uploads/Co-sponsorshipOverview_Final08.25.2021.pdf
https://www.ecdcus.org/wp-content/uploads/Co-sponsorshipOverview_Final08.25.2021.pdf
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financially. Thank you all for your willingness to reach out to extend hospitality and the love of 
God to those in need. 

 
 

FINANCE CORNER 
 

Greetings! 
  

For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those 
who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. (Matthew 25:29)  
  

Matthew 25 shares a series of parables describing the Kingdom of God. In the parable of the 
talents (Matt 25:14-30) the master leaves his immense wealth (the equivalent of 160 annual 
salaries) in the hands of his servants. Two servants double what they were entrusted with; 
while one only returns the talent he was given. The master rewards the two successful servants 
with even more responsibility but casts out the unsuccessful servant. Clearly, stewardship is 
central to discipleship in the Kingdom of God.  
  

The punishment of the poor steward seems severe, but the stakes were incredibly high. Thus, it 
is with our stewardship. Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world is 
our job alone. What will we have to show for it when the Master returns?  
  

Therefore, we must strengthen our stewardship so we can be the best disciples possible, not 
out of fear of punishment, but out of an abundant desire to do what is right and what pleases 
the Lord. Like a gymnast or musician, we are always looking for those occasions when it all 
seems to happen perfectly—in our prayers, presence, service, witness and in our giving. God 
does not just want our average performance, but our best prayers, our most engaged presence, 
our most selfless service to others, our deep and abiding witness, and our sacrificial giving. Of 
course, we know there will be difficulties along the way, but we have the assurance of God’s 
abundance.  
  

As written by Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation 
May God Bless your day~ 
 

Joy Pennell 
Dir of Finance 
 

If you have any questions, please either give me a call 715-344-3557 or send me an email at 
jpennell@stevenspointumc.org. 

 

mailto:jpennell@stevenspointumc.org
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PLEASE REMEMBER TO CONTINUE TO SUPPORT OUR MINISTRIES  
You can give by one of the following: 
 

1. You can mail your check to the church office at 600 Wilshire Blvd., Stevens Point, WI 54481 
 

2. You can use ACH. If you don’t have that set up & would like to, please contact Joy Pennell 
and she will help you with that. 
 

3. You can use Bill Pay through your bank. This is a free service through your bank. They draw 
the money from your bank account and send the church a check as you direct them to, whether 
that be weekly or monthly. This way would save you on postage. 
 

4. You can go to our website www.stevenspointumc.org and there is a button that says 
―Donate‖. That will take you through the steps to use your credit or debit card. If you continue 
down on that page, you can also text on your phone to give.   
 

5. Giving App - It's very easy!  Using your phone, download GivePlus+.  It's free.  Then look up 
the church by entering our zip code & follow the instructions from there.   
 

If you have any questions or problems, please let Joy Pennell know.  
jpennell@stevenspointumc.org or 715/340-5991. 

 
 

COINS OF COMPASSION 
The Coins of Compassion for January will be in support of Interfaith 
Food Pantry of Portage County. The money collected will support this 
food pantry that helps Portage County residents. Be sure to label 
your envelope so your coins/currency will be deposited into the 
correct account. If you are submitting a check, please write 

"Interfaith Food Pantry" in the memo portion of the check. Thank you for supporting this 
important ministry. 
 
 

FUEL ONLY GAS CARDS 
We give $10 gas cards to people who need help getting to a doctor’s 
appointment, job interview, etc. If you would like to donate toward gas 
cards that are given to those in need, please write ―Gas Cards‖ in the 
memo section of your check payable to ―UMC.‖ 

 

 
 

 
 

http://www.stevenspointumc.org/
mailto:jpennell@stevenspointumc.org
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SENIOR TIME BY SENIORS 
Senior Time by Seniors will meet again on 01/18/22 in room J in 
the Discovery Zone. Any senior is welcome, you don’t need to be a 
member of the church. We meet from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm on the 
first and third Tuesdays of every month. Coffee and water are 
provided. We eat a sack lunch around noon, with fruit 
provided. After lunch we’ll play a game. Masks are 
encouraged. Come, join us and have fun. Please be aware that if 
the public schools are cancelled, our activity is also cancelled. 
 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact: 
Barb Munson 715-340-2368   barbm72446@gmail.com 
Janet Carter 715-252-6875 wisconsinjanet@yahoo.com 

 
 

Our New Audio/Visual Booth is Ready! 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
  

If you have been in the sanctuary lately then you have seen our 
brand new audio/visual booth that was skillfully built by Jim 
Martin. This new booth will allow us to better monitor the sound 
and visuals for worship. Also, with our streaming equipment that 
was just installed, we will be able to stream the service to 

Facebook with better visual and sound quality. A huge thank you to Jim Martin, Kent Laabs, 
Ernie Taylor and Wilfred Fang for all their help in installing this equipment.  
 

Now that our Audio/Visual booth is done, we could use more volunteers to help run it. You 
don’t need to have a detailed understanding of technology and we will provide all the training 
you need. The equipment is actually very easy to operate. Also, there will be another person to 
work with you so you will not be in the booth alone. If you are interested in helping out with 
our worship services in this way, please talk with Yvonne or Pastor Tim. 
 

 

GOING AWAY THIS WINTER? 
If you will be gone for a time this winter, please let the office know 
when you will be gone. If you would like any communication sent to 
you, please give us the address of where you will be staying. We can 
also send any communication via email. 
 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. This will help the church 
to not have to pay for return postage on items sent while you are away. 
 

Any questions, contact the church office (715/344-3557). 

 
 

mailto:barbm72446@gmail.com
mailto:wisconsinjanet@yahoo.com
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GROWTH GROUP STUDIES 

 

Tuesdays  
7:00 pm - Women's Bible Study - Ezra (via ZOOM & In-Person) (Contact Audra 
audraobrien931@gmail.com if you would like to join)  

 

Wednesdays (Beg. January 26) 
6:00 pm – "Seeing Gray: Thoughts on Religion, Morality, and Politics" by Adam Hamilton (via 
ZOOM & In-Person) (Contact Tim tobrien@stevenspointumc.org if you would like to join) 

 

Fridays 
12:00 pm - Fly High - "Revelation: Extravagant Hope" by Margaret Feinberg (via ZOOM & In-
Person) (Contact Yvonne ychojnacki@stevenspointumc.org if you would like to join) 

 
 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
The Women’s Bible Study is meeting on Tuesdays at 7:00 pm. We 
plan to meet in a hybrid manner each week by using Zoom (room 
information is below) and in-person (Thomas Coke Room) at the 
church to give as many as possible the opportunity to join our class.  
  

We continue studying the book of Ezra. As always, girls and women 
of all ages are welcome - as with experiences bring perspectives. 

See you all on Tuesday at 7:00 pm at the church or on Zoom.  
  

Join Zoom Meeting  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9273218018?pwd=NHh3Uzc0RHBRWmk2NG9qWGZIZFJkdz09  
  

Meeting ID: 927 321 8018  
Passcode: 5986234  

 
 

SMALL GROUP STUDY 

“Seeing Gray: Thoughts on Religion, Morality,  
and Politics” 

Wednesday’s – Starting on January 26 at 6:00 p.m.  
in person and on Zoom 

  

Everyone agrees that we live in a time of deep divide where many are very 
polarized, with ever-hardening positions held by people less and less willing 
to listen to one another. What is the way forward? One solution is for 
thinking people of faith to model a richer, more thoughtful conversation on 

mailto:audraobrien931@gmail.com
mailto:tobrien@stevenspointumc.org
mailto:ychojnacki@stevenspointumc.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9273218018?pwd=NHh3Uzc0RHBRWmk2NG9qWGZIZFJkdz09
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the political, moral, and religious issues that divide us as we explore scripture in a deeper way. 
Please come and join us for this interesting study and join in the lively discussion. This study 
will be on Wednesday’s at 6:00 p.m. starting on January 26 both in person and online using 
Zoom. Please use the link below to connect with this class. Everyone is welcome.  

  

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89946646470 
  

Meeting ID: 899 4664 6470 

 
 

FLY HIGH BIBLE STUDY 
Fly High is studying "Revelation: Extravagant Hope" by Margaret Feinberg. 
During this study, we will dig into Revelation, which reminds us of God's 
power and promises during times of suffering and persecution. In this final 
book of the Bible, God indeed saved the best for last, and in its pages, he 
gives us the one thing we all long for--hope, extravagant hope.  
 

Fly High meets on Fridays at 12:00 noon. The cost for this study is $11.50 
and you can pick up a book in the church office. 

 

If you have any questions, contact Yvonne Chojnacki (715/344-3557) or 
ychojnacki@stevenspointumc.org. 

 
 

OPEN DOOR BISTRO  
The Open Door Bistro ministry is up and running with some 
changes. The meal service period was extended by 15 minutes and 
the schedule is changing from a weekly service to twice a month on 
Wednesdays throughout the school year. The Bistro ministry will serve 
a meal in Fellowship Hall from 5:15 – 6:00 pm on the first and third 
Wednesdays of each month. A brochure listing service dates and 
other program details is available at the connection center.  

  

Mark your calendars and come with your family or friends to enjoy the fellowship and simple 
meals together. Masks recommendations will be in accordance with church guidelines but 
wearing of masks is highly recommended for unvaccinated individuals except while 
eating. Hand sanitizer will be available for all diners to use as they approach the self-service 
food line.  
  

Next Open Door Bistro: January 19 

Meal: Soup & Sandwich 
 

Although we have an initial service team roster, additional volunteers are always welcome and 
needed to help fill vacancies that may occur, provide relief coverage as a substitute worker or 
to lighten the workload as an extra volunteer. Please consider if you could help with dish 
washing, storing clean dishware, general clean-up, offering the blessing, providing a casserole, 
or helping with food prep. If you would like to serve in any of these ways or need further 
information, please contact one of the Bistro team leaders listed below.  
  

We look forward to seeing you at the Open Door Bistro. 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89946646470
mailto:ychojnacki@stevenspointumc.org
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Sandy Shave          (715) 592-4346; sandra.shave@gmail.com 
Barb Munson         (715) 341-1208; barbm72446@gmail.com       
Judy Hill                    (715) 341-2323; len.hill@uwsp.edu 
Stephanie White    (715) 347-0367; stephsdesknp@gmail.com 
Wendy Miller         (715) 239-5088; millers3110@gmail.com 
Anette Bernsteen  (715) 343-1462; lbernsteen@charter.net 

 
 

ONE BIG TENT 

“Connecting the church to the community through  

the love of God” 
  

For the past six of months, our joint ministry of reaching out to our 
neighbors in need known as One Big Tent has been operating out of our 
offices (1039b B Ellis St.) in downtown Stevens Point. This ministry which 
we are doing cooperatively with other congregations in Stevens Point and 

Plover has helped over 50+ individuals.  
  

Our main goal is to build relationships with those who come for help as we listen to their stories 
and walk with them in their need. We have also worked hard to be the clearinghouse for our 
community, connecting people who need help with local non-profit agencies and community 
resources/information that exist to support people when they are struggling. However, when no 
one can help then we are the safety net to keep people from crisis situations like homelessness.  
  

I would like to ask for your support of this important ministry in our community in the following 
ways.  
1)     Please pray for those in need as we work with them and for the companions and clergy 
who give their time to help find solutions. 
2)     Consider if you would like to be a companion talking with and working with people to help 
them. We offer training and only ask people to volunteer for a 3-4 hour shift once a week. Also, 
we pair you with a clergy person who is there to support you. For example, I (Pastor Tim) 
volunteer every Wednesday with a member from Beloved Community from 8:00 a.m. to Noon. 
If you are interested, please talk with Pastor Tim 
3)     When it is appropriate, we do provide financial support to help with rent assistance, car 
repair, buying medicines, etc. We work with people to identify what they can contribute and we 
make up the difference with what they owe. We could use your financial support to help us 
meet these needs. If you would like to make a financial contribution, please make the check out 
to our church and put, ―One Big Tent‖ in the memo line. 
  

Thank you for your prayerful and generous support of this important ministry to make God’s 
love real to all our neighbors.  
 

Pastor Tim 
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  January 2022 

HELP WANTED 

We are looking for a few people who might be interested in helping on 
occasion to do a couple of tasks when Dave, our custodian, is away. 
Some of these tasks can be done during the day, while others can be 
done during the evening. We would like to put a list together of those 
interested and then when the need arises contact you to see if you are 
available to help. 
  

If you are interested in helping with this opportunity, please contact the church office (715/344-
3557) and your name will be put on the list. 

 
 

MEET & GREET  
We have begun meeting after our worship services for a time of 
fellowship. We are opening the opportunity to bring treats to the 
congregation. There are sign-up sheets on the bulletin board outside 
Hazel Calkins Hall for anyone who wishes to provide a simple treat after 
either the 8:30 am or the 10:30 am Sunday service. You would also be 
responsible for set up (snacks & drinks) and clean up as needed. Dave 
makes the coffee, but you would need to wash up and put away the 
coffee pots, clean up the snacks and drinks area and wipe down areas 
and tables as needed. We are cutting down on the amount of food that 

is being served as this is intended to be a light snack.  

 
 

LAY SERVANTS NEEDED 
Do you want to grow as a follower of Jesus and better understand how 
to use your gifts in ministry. We're all called to proclaim God's wonder 
and works. Answering the spiritual nudges to put faith in action and 
represent Christ in our daily lives present unique opportunities to serve 
God and neighbor. As unique as you and your spiritual gifts. The Basic 
Course for Lay Servant Ministries guides you to discover your gifts of 
caring, leading and communicating and put them to use. "We can all 
find a calling in one or more of these areas of ministry," write the 

authors. "The church depends upon its laity to carry out its mission and purpose. ...Many 
journeys of deepening faith and service in ministry have begun with this [book and] class." 
Sessions take you through thoughtful reflection on what it takes to make a congregation an 
outpost for mission and transformation and the role you can play - even if public speaking isn't 
your gift. 
 

Please prayerfully consider being part of this ministry. If you are interested or have any 
questions, please contact Pastor Tim at 715/344-3557 or tobrien@stevenspointumc.org.  
 

 

BROWN PAPER BAGS 
Operation Bootstrap is in need of brown paper bags. If you have any you would 
like to donate, please bring them to the church and place in the south coatroom. 
If you have any questions, please call the church office (715/344-3557). 

mailto:tobrien@stevenspointumc.org


  January 2022 

FAIR TRADE COFFEE SALE 
The following Fair Trade product is on sale: 
 

French Vanilla - 12 oz. ground - $3.00 ea. 
 

All other Fair Trade products will be at regular price. 
 

You can find these items in the church office. Call the church office 
(715/344-3557) if you would like any of these items pulled for you and placed in the church 
exchange box outside of the church building for you to pick up. 

 
 

WAYS TO HELP 

We are all looking for ways to share God's love in this anxious time. Here are some samples of 
things you can do during this time: 
 

Interfaith Food Pantry – We have the grocery cart in between the entrance doors on the 
south side (school side), Tuesday through Thursday, 9am-3pm. Here is a list of their urgent 
needs: Canned Fruit, Canned Vegetables, Cereal, Pasta, Pasta Sauce, Peanut Butter and Jelly.  
You can also send a check to the office with ―Interfaith Food Pantry‖ in the memo portion and 
we will make sure the funds go for this cause. 
  

Call church people or neighbors – Just a friendly phone call can make someone’s day.  
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

OUR TWO CAMPUSES 
 

St. Paul’s-The Springs UMC   Campus Ministry - UWSP 

600 Wilshire Blvd        Stevens Point, WI 54481 

Stevens Point, WI 54481  715/340-4523 

715/344-3557   

TAKE NOTE 

If you or a loved one are in the hospital and would like a visit from Pastor Tim or a lay 
person, please contact the church office at 715/344-3557. If this happens on a weekend, 

please contact Pastor Tim (262/388-4635).  


