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St. Paul's-The Springs United Methodist Church
A Reconciling Congregation having
Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors
Our Church News
“That would make a good sermon.” I have said those words
at some very odd times. The first one happened at a local resale shop. I’m not someone who really likes shopping, but when
Audra pulled into the parking lot of the store, what could I do?
As I wandered around the store looking at items that, in my
opinion, were junk on a shelf and had clearly seen better days, I
was struck with the thought that one person’s trash is another person’s treasure. And
then I thought to myself, “That would make a good sermon to talk about how in those
times when we feel like trash, times of low self-esteem, of despair, of wanting to give up,
that God looks on our hearts and sees us as his treasured and beautiful child. In fact God
always sees our broken world with eyes of love.” So I stood in the middle of a re-sale
shop thinking of the words written in John 3:16 that we all know so well.
The second experience happened on a small sail boat several years ago. I went on a
boat ride with a good friend on Lake Michigan. The ride out was fine, but on our way
back the wind picked up and we found ourselves in the midst of very large waves
crashing over the side of the boat. It was really scary and I was praying a lot for our
safety. As I prayed I found a lot of comfort and peace during our time on the stormy
water. So when I got back, I looked at our waterlogged little boat and thought of the
words Jesus spoke in Matthew 8:26. And I thought to myself, “That would make a good
sermon to talk about how important it is that we put our faith and trust in Jesus so that
when we find ourselves in those stormy times of our lives, when the waves of anxiety,
grief, or hurt are crashing over us, we can experience the peace and reassurance to see
us through.”
I hope you are beginning to see a pattern in these experiences. How often do we stop
in the midst of our busy days to think about how God is at work in our world and our
lives? Do we look for God when we are at a store, on a boat and in our lives right now?
How often do we see the divine in our conversations, the people we meet, the
experiences we have? I believe that our world would be a very different place if we all
took the time to see our living God in the details and the little things of life. Maybe if we
did, we would have more faith, more patience, more trust and respect for our fellow
human beings. Maybe our world would be a bit more peaceful and a lot more loving. So
take some time to stop and look for God in your life. Come to think of it that would make
a good sermon for all us to write not with pen and paper but with how we live our lives.
In God's love,

Pastor Tim
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WORSHIP TIME

We are holding two in-person worship services on Sundays at 8:30 am and 10:30 am.
We will continue to live-stream our worship services on our Facebook page
www.facebook.com/StPaulsUMC.Point or through our website stevenspointumc.org on
Sundays at 10:30 am. Scroll down until you see the current live stream. We will once again
be holding our Outdoor Worship through September. On those Sundays, the live-stream will
be at 8:30 am. See the article below for dates of our Outdoor Worship services.
If you are not able to watch the service live on Sunday morning, there are several ways you
can watch it later:
 All of our worship services are saved and posted on our Facebook page www.facebook.com/StPaulsUMC.Point.
 Our worship services are also on Youtube. Just go to our church website –
www.stevenspointumc.org and click on "Worship" from the drop-down menu of the
"About" tab on the top of the home page. It will take you to our YouTube channel that
has a collection of our worship services.

OUTDOOR WORSHIP AND INTERGEN MINISTRY

People of all ages love Outdoor Worship and for good reason!





Music and liturgy that early-readers and non-readers can easily participate in;
Intergen Readers Theatre of all ages for Scripture readings;
Bubble Prayers;
Engaging activities for all ages to enhance the message of the morning.

Outdoor Worship welcomes people of all ages to a relaxed worship time outdoors surrounded
by the varied and beautiful gardens on the St. Paul's--The Springs grounds. And, with the move
of the church bell from the Plover campus, bell ringing is added to the beginning of our outdoor
worship time.
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If you are interested in sharing music, readings, activity-planning, please let the Outdoor
Worship planning team know--talk with Pastor Tim, Vern Walters, Yvonne Chojnacki, and Laura
Courtright. We look forward to hearing from you!

OUTDOOR WORSHIP SCHEDULE at 10:30AM

Please stay for special Fellowship Time & Worship Activities
August 28
September 11 & 25

Please bring your own lawn chairs and blankets.
We will be live-streaming our 8:30am service on Facebook on these Sundays.

YOUTH MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

A rewarding way to contribute to the spiritual growth of teens while
finding meaning and joy in one's own faith. Volunteers are
continuously needed and welcomed to assist in Youth Ministry:
Faith Formation Co-Leaders
Fellowship Events & Game Nights Support
Service - Mission Projects & Retreat Chaperones
If you are interested in co-leading, assisting or chaperoning occasionally, or regularly, let us
know at any time. For more information contact Laura Courtright, Director of Family Ministry at
lauracourtright@gmail.com or call/text at 715/340-4523.

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS AND NEW
SCHOOL YEAR

St. Paul's--The Springs UMC would like to celebrate
the milestone of a new school year with a Back-toSchool Blessing on Sunday, August 21 at the 10:30
am worship service. St. Paul's--The Springs will be
offering blessings on students, educators, school
staff, their backpacks and bags.

Backpack tags and goodie bags will be given this Sunday to all students that attend the service.
The backpack tag is a constant reminder that God is with the students in their daily life and that
their church family will be praying for them throughout the year.

9.
Ensure that all buildings are ready for church-related activities and that they are
properly secured when services are not occurring.
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YOU ARE NEEDED!

Saturday, August 27 – 9:00 am-Noon
Yard Work on the Church Grounds
To be accomplished:
·
All nine bark bushes around the sanctuary
exterior need to be pruned
·
The raised bed on the Wilshire side of the
church needs to be weeded and trimmed
·
Weed around trees
Bring gloves, loppers, pruners, rakes, forked hoes and shovels
Needed: Trailers to haul brush and branches away
A second work day will be scheduled in the fall to finish projects.
Questions: Call Bonnie Lund at 715/345-0247
Thank You!

Facilities Team and Women in Action

ALL-CHURCH POTLUCK
Sunday, September 11, 10:30 am
Outdoor Worship
Church Potluck
Garden Craftivities
Games

SPIRITUAL FORMATION TEAM

Spiritual formation is growing and being formed in our faith. It is
becoming more and more like the image of Jesus we reflect to our
world. This happens in many ways through prayer, Bible study, small
group discussion, retreats, devotionals and many other ways. As part
of our Revitalization Plan we would like to form a new team that would
lead us on the journey of growing in our faith. Some of the tasks of
this new team would include:
a.
Developing a Discipleship Pathway for our church community as the guiding resource
to help people grow deeper in their faith.
b.
Working with the Worship Team to utilize the labyrinth during Advent/Lent/Other
times.
c.
Developing spiritual formation retreats – speakers, authors, musicians, etc.
d.
Assessing interest and offering training to begin small groups – for families – men’s
small group – women’s small group – topical small groups.
e.
Offering resources to equip people to discuss Jesus out in the community.
f.
Encouraging and providing resources to groups/ministries that meet or use the
building, and to incorporate a time of spiritual formation in their agenda.
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g.
Producing bi-monthly programs in the Plover area focusing on faith and life. Examples:
worship for seniors who are in care facilities, outreach to ethnic groups, a program featuring a
speaker with a faithful message, etc.
If you are interested in serving on this team, please talk with Pastor Tim

BOOK REVIEW GATHERING

We will have a gathering on Thursday, September 8 at
1:00 p.m. in the church library. If you can't come, let Bonnie Lund
know that you are interested at 715/345-0247 or at
bonnielund@charter.net.

SENIOR TIME BY SENIORS

Please consider joining this group. They meet on the first and third
Tuesdays of each month. Discussions are wide ranged, and games
are fun with lots of laughter. If you have a particular request, we’ll
do our best to work it into a session.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact:
Janet Carter 715-252-6875 wisconsinjanet@yahoo.com
Barb Munson 715-340-2368 barbm72446@gmail.com

PLEASE REMEMBER TO CONTINUE TO SUPPORT OUR MINISTRIES
You can give by one of the following:
1. You can mail your check to the church office at 600 Wilshire Blvd., Stevens Point, WI 54481
2. You can use ACH. If you don’t have that set up & would like to, please contact the church
office (715/344-3557) and we will help you with that or email us at
finance@stevenspointumc.org.
3. You can use Bill Pay through your bank. This is a free service through your bank. They draw
the money from your bank account and send the church a check as you direct them to, whether
that be weekly or monthly. This way would save you on postage.
4. You can go to our website www.stevenspointumc.org and there is a button that says
“Donate”. That will take you through the steps to use your credit or debit card. If you continue
down on that page, you can also text on your phone to give.
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If you have any questions or problems, please let us know at finance@stevenspointumc.org
or 715/344-3557.

LOOSE COINS

The Coins of Compassion for August will be in support of One Big
Tent. The money collected will help our neighbors in need. Be sure
to label your envelope so your coins/currency will be deposited into
the correct account. If you are submitting a check, please write "One
Big Tent" in the memo portion of the check. Thank you for
supporting this important ministry.

WELCOME BACK TO THE OPEN DOOR BISTRO!

The next season for Open Door Bistro will begin on Wednesday,
September 7, with casserole night. Meals will be served in fellowship
hall from 5:15 – 6:00 pm on the first and third Wednesdays throughout
the school year. Brochures listing service dates and other program
details will be available at the Welcome Center in the gathering area
and will also be distributed via email in August. Please mark your
calendars and plan to come with your family or friends to enjoy the
fellowship and simple meals together.
Attached is this year’s brochure
THANK YOU to all the volunteers who have committed to serve in the Bistro ministry this
season. However, additional volunteers are always welcome and much needed. The greatest
need currently is help with after meal clean-up tasks such as dish-washing, storing clean dishes,
and cleaning tables for about 30-45 minutes and typically only 4 or 5 times during the entire
season. Growing the pool of substitutes who can provide occasional relief coverage is also a
significant need. Other service opportunities include helping with food prep, providing a
casserole, or offering the blessing. Please consider how you may be able to help with any of
these needs and sign up on the form with the Sunday bulletin or contact one of the Bistro team
leaders listed below to volunteer or for further information. We look forward to seeing you at
the Open Door Bistro.
Sandy Shave
Barb Munson
Judy Hill
Stephanie White
Wendy Miller
Anette Bernsteen

(715) 592-4346; sandra.shave@gmail.com
(715) 341-1208; barbm72446@gmail.com
(715) 341-2323; len.hill@uwsp.edu
(715) 347-0367; stephsdesknp@gmail.com
(715) 239-5088; millers3110@gmail.com
(715) 343-1462; lbernsteen@charter.net

MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE
If you like to sing and are looking for a way to serve
our church, please consider joining the Chancel Choir this
fall. The Chancel Choir is the adult choir at our church
made up of high school, college age and older.
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Our primary purpose is to be a part of the Sunday morning worship service, and to reinforce the
message and scripture for the morning.
We sing approximately three Sundays each month, and for any special services. We rehearse
Wednesday evenings from 7-8 pm September through May. We sing a variety of styles of
music, and there are NO tryouts. We are especially in need of soprano and altos - can you help
us?
We welcome anyone who enjoys singing and using their voice as a way to Praise God! Come
and try us out for a fun time! If interested, please contact Pat Laabs (director) at 715/6849473.

JOIN N'JOY CHOIR

Sing Contemporary Songs
One Sunday a Month Lead Worship
Rehearsal: Thursdays @ 6:30 pm
Any questions? Contact Yvonne Chojnacki at 715/340-9333

REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT TEAM
UPDATE

Our Refugee Resettlement Team, which is a combined
team of our congregation with Good Shepherd Lutheran,
Trinity Lutheran, and Holy Spirit Catholic churches, has
been very busy over the past few weeks.
th
On August 9 we welcomed the Almsalmeh family from Syria. This is a family of ten, with
eight children ranging in age from a year old to 21 years old. They are an amazing family who
are so humble and gracious. They are so hospitable that we are learning there are no quick
visits to their house and no one leaves without eating or drinking something. Just last week, our
team gathered to celebrate their little girl’s first birthday with a party that we threw them.
Currently, we are working to get them settled in our community as we take them to various
financial and health appointments. We are also working to get the kids registered for school. In
a few weeks the family will come to our church for their cultural orientation seminars, dealing
with language and customs, organized by the Portage County Literacy Council who is using our
building to hold these classes.
Thank you to those who donated so many household items that we have been using from
our resource room at our church in rooms D/E in the Discovery Zone. This has been extremely
helpful and we are also very thankful for all the furniture that was donated to the house.
This has been an amazing ministry of extending the hospitality, grace, and light of God’s
love and hope to those most in need. If you would like to support this ministry please talk with
me or Mary Schultz.
Pastor Tim

QUILTING MINISTRY NEED

The Quilting Ministry is looking for a cupboard approximately
48” wide by 68” tall and 20” deep with 4 shelves to help hold
their material. If you have a unit you would like to donate,
please contact Caryn Hurst (715/592-4478).
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FUEL ONLY GAS CARDS
We give $10 gas cards to people who need help getting to a doctor’s
appointment, job interview, etc. If you would like to donate toward gas
cards that are given to those in need, please write “Gas Cards” in the
memo section of your check payable to “UMC.”
***Note: The demand has been high and currently we are out of gas cards and
funds to buy more to hand out.

ONE BIG TENT
“Connecting the church to the community
through the love of God”
One Big Tent, our joint ministry of area congregations reaching out to
our neighbors in need, continues to grow as we are helping more people
out of our offices (1039b B Ellis St.) in downtown Stevens Point.
One of our neighbors we have been helping is in a very complex
situation. They are a brother and sister who are currently homeless dealing with mental health,
addiction and disability issues. They are very well known to all the agencies that offer help to
our neighbors and unfortunately they have made some unhealthy choices. Like many of those
who we help in the homeless community, they come with big problems that don’t have easy
answers. For example, people become and stay homeless for a variety of reasons like lack of
affordable housing, low paying jobs, and a lack of mental health and addiction resources to
name just a few. The way we are helping them is to be a safe place where they can come for a
shower, charge their phones, and have conversation to help them sort through the issues they
are facing on that day. We also refer them to Erin Gregoria who is our case manager helping us
through Catholic Charities. Erin is amazing at being able to untangle difficult life situations and
help people come up with a plan that hopefully leads them to a healthier place.
I wish I could say that this situation is unique, however, we work with lots of people who
are struggling with many difficult long term issues. The power of this ministry is the way we can
help people in small ways by having an open heart and a willingness to listen. This is why this
ministry exists so that we can build relationships with those who come for help as we listen to
their stories and walk with them in their need. We also work hard to connect them with local
non-profit agencies and community resources/information that already exist to support people
when they are struggling.
I would like to ask for your continued support of this important ministry in our community in
the following ways.
1)
Please pray for those in need as we work with them and for the companions and clergy
who give their time to help find solutions.
2)
Prayerfully consider if you would like to be a companion talking with and working with our
neighbors who need help. We offer training and only ask people to volunteer for a 3-4 hour
shift once a week. Also, we pair you with a clergy person who is there to support you. For
example, I (Pastor Tim) volunteer every Wednesday with a member from Beloved Community
from 8:00 a.m. to Noon. If you are interested, please talk with Pastor Tim
3)
When it is appropriate, we do provide financial support to help with rent assistance, car
repair, buying medicines, etc. We work with people to identify what they can contribute and we
make up the difference with what they owe. We could use your financial support to help us
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meet these ongoing needs. If you would like to make a financial contribution, please make the
check out to our church and put, “One Big Tent” in the memo line.
Thank you for your prayerful and generous support of this important ministry to make God’s
love real to all our neighbors.
Pastor Tim

HELP WANTED

We are looking for a few people who might be interested in helping on
occasion to do a couple of tasks when Dave, our custodian, is away.
Some of these tasks can be done during the day, while others can be
done during the evening. We would like to put a list together of those
interested and then when the need arises contact you to see if you are
available to help.
If you are interested in helping with this opportunity, please contact the church office (715/3443557) and your name will be put on the list.

MEET & GREET

Meet and Greet at both services is open to all. We are asking that if
you attend that you provide a treat once in a while. You would also be
responsible for clean up as needed. The leftover snacks need to be
consolidated, refrigerated or frozen and labeled M&G. Dave makes the
coffee, but you would need to clean up the snacks and drinks area and
wipe down areas & tables as needed. Thank You.

BROWN PAPER BAGS

Operation Bootstrap is in need of brown paper bags. If you have any you would
like to donate, please bring them to the church and place in the south coatroom.
If you have any questions, please call the church office (715/344-3557).

FAIR TRADE COFFEE SALE

The following Fair Trade product is on sale:

French Vanilla - 12 oz. ground - $3.00 ea. (only 2 left)
All other Fair Trade products will be at regular price.
You can find all Fair Trade products in the church office. Call the
church office (715/344-3557) if you would like an item pulled for
you and placed in the church exchange box outside of the church building for you to pick up.
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WAYS TO HELP
We are all looking for ways to share God's love. Here are some samples of things you can do:
Interfaith Food Pantry – We have the grocery cart in between the entrance doors on the
south side (school side), Tuesday through Thursday, 9am-3pm. Here is a list of their urgent
needs: Canned Fruit, Canned Vegetables, Cereal, Pasta, Pasta Sauce, Peanut Butter and Jelly.
You can also send a check to the office with “Interfaith Food Pantry” in the memo portion and
we will make sure the funds go for this cause.
Call church people or neighbors – Just a friendly phone call can make someone’s day.

TAKE NOTE
If you or a loved one are in the hospital and would like a visit from Pastor Tim or a lay
person, please contact the church office at 715/344-3557. If this happens on a weekend,
please contact Pastor Tim (262/388-4635).

OUR TWO CAMPUSES
St. Paul’s-The Springs UMC
600 Wilshire Blvd
Stevens Point, WI 54481
715/344-3557

Campus Ministry - UWSP
Stevens Point, WI 54481
715/340-4523

