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St. Paul's-The Springs United Methodist Church
A Reconciling Congregation having
Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors
Our Church News
Thanksgiving Day! Some people call it turkey day, and that’s
no surprise. Sixty-five million turkeys are typically eaten every
November; however this day is about more than just turkey and
football.
This time in November has been a popular one throughout
our history. Of course, we all know the story that after a severe
drought in 1623 that wiped out most of the crops of the pilgrim settlers from England
they were helped by the local Native American Patuxet tribe. In return, the English
pilgrims and Native Americans celebrated a time of Thanksgiving by sharing a meal
together from their harvest. In 1789, President Washington declared a national day of
Thanksgiving as a way to bring unity to the newly formed United States of America after
the end of the Revolutionary War. However, it wasn’t until 1863, during the height of the
Civil War, that President Lincoln in an attempt to rally the country and boost morale
announced that there would be an official federal holiday known as Thanksgiving Day
observed on the last Thursday of November. And then in 1938, Franklin D Roosevelt
during the lowest point of the Great Depression moved the holiday back a week to
lengthen the time for Christmas shopping, boost the economy, and through his fireside
chats lift people’s spirits by urging the country to spend this day re-focusing on family
and faith. It would not be until 1941, during World War II, that Congress would declare
that the fourth Thursday would be the official day for Thanksgiving.
It is so interesting to me how this day, throughout history, has been lifted up to get
people to pause, look beyond the temporary struggles of their time and give thanks for
those eternal things in life that hold us steady – community, family, faith and most of all
hope. I think we would all agree that this has been an incredibly hard year with so much
going on in our nation and around our world. There have been so many polarizing and
challenging events happen in such a short time. If ever we needed to look beyond the
temporary and find time to give thanks, it is now.
My earnest prayer is for us to pause, look around, and focus on our blessings. Let us
give thanks for the simple and the majestic things that ground us like the beauty of
seeing the sun rise on another day, the laughter of a child, or the many other blessings
that surround us and give us hope.
The fact is, God is not done with us or our world. I pray that with a spirit of
thanksgiving we realize how God is working in our lives, in small ways that we may not
even notice and in sometimes very dramatic ways. May we be continually thankful to God
as we express our thanksgiving through our prayers and our service to others. As we
approach this season, let us remember to give thanks long after Thanksgiving has ended.
May we remember the words of the apostle Paul: Rejoice always, pray constantly, give
thanks in everything; for this is the will of God in Christ concerning you.
In God's love,

Pastor Tim
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WORSHIP TIME

We are holding two in-person worship services on Sundays at 8:30 am and 10:30 am.
We will continue to live-stream our worship services on our Facebook page
www.facebook.com/StPaulsUMC.Point or through our website stevenspointumc.org on
Sundays at 10:30 am. Scroll down until you see the current live stream.
If you are not able to watch the service live on Sunday morning, there are several ways you
can watch it later:
 All of our worship services are saved and posted on our Facebook page www.facebook.com/StPaulsUMC.Point.
 Our worship services are also on Youtube. Just go to our church website –
www.stevenspointumc.org and click on "Worship" from the drop-down menu of the
"About" tab on the top of the home page. It will take you to our YouTube channel that
has a collection of our worship services.

2022 ADVENT DEVOTIONAL and ADVENT CALENDAR
Creative Resources to tell the Christmas Story
Want a fun and meaningful way to journey through Advent together as a family? Looking for an
engaging Advent devotional this season? Our 2022 Advent devotional and calendar from
Sanctified Art will be available this Sunday, November 20. These free resources can be found at
the "From Generation to Generation ..." Advent display in the church gathering area. Please
help yourself!

SAVE THE DATE
Intergenerational Advent Experience
December 7, 14, 21 at 6:00 pm

Join us this Advent season for, From Generation to
Generation…, a special Advent experience! Informal
worship around tables with activities and fellowship for all
ages. From Generation to Generation... reminds us of the
ways our lives, histories, actions, and stories are interconnected and woven together. The work
of God is always unfolding— in and through us.
ALL are welcome!
December 7,14,21 at 6:00pm (Meal at 5:15pm each night)
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For more information contact the church office at 715-344-3557.

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE: A Service of
Healing and Wholeness
Sunday, December 18 at 2:00 p.m.
St Paul’s-The Springs United Methodist Church
Christmas is a season filled with images of happy families and joyful people. However, not
everyone feels this way. For some people, this season is a real struggle and they need the
reassurance and comfort that our faith provides.
Perhaps you are grieving the loss of a loved one, struggling with an illness, or just needing
some encouragement in this current time. Maybe you are wondering how you will get through
the holidays. In this time, we will be offering a Blue Christmas Service to provide a time of
comfort through reflection and meaningful music. Please e-mail (tobrien@stevenspointumc.org)
the names of those you are grieving, a brief description of a situation you are struggling with,
or a prayer that you have and we will lift them up during the service.
We will be offering this service in person in our sanctuary as well as streaming it live on our
public Facebook page. Please come for this time of hope and renewal through this worship of
healing and wholeness. Let us come to gather in the good news of this season, ―God with us:
Immanuel!‖

PLANNING AHEAD FOR
CHRISTMAS EVE/CHRISTMAS DAY

The following will be our Candlelight Christmas Eve worship
services:
4:00 pm
6:00 pm

Family Worship
Traditional Worship

We will worship together on Christmas Day at one service at 10:30 am.

"FRIENDSGIVING" at Youth Group
Wednesday, November 16, 6-8pm!

ALL Youth, grades 6-12 are welcome and asked to bring
their favorite snack to share and a non-perishable or personal
care item for the Family Crisis Center. Friends are always
encouraged at Youth Group!
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CHILDREN'S FAITH FORMATION
CHAPEL TIME
following the Children's Moment
at the 10:30 am Worship Service
Age-Based Lessons and Activities

YOUTH MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

A rewarding way to contribute to the spiritual growth of teens while
finding meaning and joy in one's own faith. Volunteers are
continuously needed and welcomed to assist in Youth Ministry:
Faith Formation Co-Leaders
Fellowship Events & Game Nights Support
Service - Mission Projects & Retreat Chaperones
If you are interested in co-leading, assisting or chaperoning occasionally, or regularly, let us
know at any time. For more information contact Laura Courtright, Director of Family Ministry at
lauracourtright@gmail.com or call/text at 715/340-4523.
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JOB OPENINGS

As a congregation, we have been blessed with Dave
Patterson’s service as our Facility Associate for many
years. He recently made us aware of his plans to retire
in the middle of January next year.
We will be hiring for Dave’s position and wanted to
provide you the first opportunity to apply. This position
offers the ability to work independently with great work
schedule flexibility.
We also have a new part-time ministry position available – Discipleship Coordinator.
If you are interested, or know anyone who may be interested, feel free to see the full job
descriptions on our website, www.stevenspointumc.org.

THANKSGIVING DAY

Happy Thanksgiving where everyone is welcome.
We will have wonderful food and fellowship
Family gathering is what this day is about.
We will gather at 2:00 pm and eat at 3:00 pm.
No end time to our time of thanksgiving with one another.
Please RSVP by November 20 to let us know you are planning to join us. Any questions
please call/email Audra at 262-388-0366/audraobrien931@gmail.com.
Lots of love,
The O’Brien family

TAKE NOTE

The Church Office will be closed on the following dates:
November 24
November 25
December 26
January 2

BLOOD PRESSURE CHECKS
Blood pressure checks will be held the second Sunday of
each month between services in the church library by one
of our parish nurses. Short sleeves helpful.
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BOOK REVIEW GATHERING

We will have a gathering on Thursday, December 8 at 1:00 p.m. in
the church library. If you can't come, let Bonnie Lund know that you
are interested at 715/345-0247 or at bonnielund@charter.net.

PLEASE REMEMBER TO CONTINUE TO SUPPORT OUR MINISTRIES
You can give by one of the following:
1. You can mail your check to the church office at 600 Wilshire Blvd., Stevens Point, WI 54481
2. You can use ACH. If you don’t have that set up & would like to, please contact the church
office (715/344-3557) and we will help you with that or email us at
finance@stevenspointumc.org.
3. You can use Bill Pay through your bank. This is a free service through your bank. They draw
the money from your bank account and send the church a check as you direct them to, whether
that be weekly or monthly. This way would save you on postage.
4. You can go to our website www.stevenspointumc.org and there is a button that says
―Donate‖. That will take you through the steps to use your credit or debit card. If you continue
down on that page, you can also text on your phone to give.
If you have any questions or problems, please let us know at finance@stevenspointumc.org
or 715/344-3557.

LOOSE COINS

The Loose Coins for November will be in support of Holiday Baskets.
The money collected will provide funds to purchase gift cards for
Portage County needy families to use for food and children's gifts
during the Christmas season. Be sure to label your envelope so your
coins/currency will be deposited into the correct account. If you are
submitting a check, please write "Holiday Baskets" in the memo portion of the check. Thank
you for supporting this important ministry.

SENIOR TIME BY SENIORS

Please consider joining this group. They meet on the first and third
Tuesdays of each month at 11:00 am. Bag lunch at noon.
Discussions are wide ranged. If you have a particular request, we’ll
do our best to work it into a session.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact:
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Janet Carter 715-252-6875 wisconsinjanet@yahoo.com
Barb Munson 715-340-2368 barbm72446@gmail.com

OPEN DOOR BISTRO!

The Open Door Bistro season has begun and will continue
throughout the school year. Meals will be served in Hazel
Calkins Fellowship Hall from 5:15 – 6:00 pm on the first and
third Wednesdays of each month. Please come with your
family or friends to enjoy the fellowship and simple meals
together. Brochures listing service dates and other program
details are available at the Welcome Center in the Gathering
Area. Individuals interested in serving in the Bistro ministry
are always welcome. Please contact Sandy Shave at
715/592-4346 or sandra.shave@gmail.com to volunteer or
for further information.
NOTE: At the December 7 Open Door Bistro, we will be entertained by the Northern
Gateway Chorus Barbershoppers.

CHURCH CONFERENCE
Sunday, December 4th – 11:30 a.m.

Please mark your calendars and plan on attending our church conference on December 4th
following the 10:30 am worship service as we gather together as a community to do the
business of the church. Rev. Caleb McGregor will be our presiding Elder leading our time
together. This year, we will hear a message from our Bishop and the Accountable Leadership
Board will have a presentation on our mission and vision statements and how our church will be
moving forward in growing disciples.

GOING AWAY THIS WINTER?

If you will be gone for a time this winter please let the office know
when you will be gone. If you would like any communication sent
to you, please give us the address of where you will be staying. We
can also send any communication via email.

you are away.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. This will help the
church to not have to pay for return postage on items sent while

Any questions, contact the church office (715/344-3557).
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GROWTH GROUP STUDIES
Tuesdays
7:00 pm - Women's Bible Study - Ephesians (via ZOOM & In-Person) (Contact Audra
audraobrien931@gmail.com if you would like to join)

Wednesdays

6:00 pm - Fall Bible Study - ―Half Truths: God Helps Those Who Help Themselves and Other
Things the Bible Doesn't Say‖ by Adam Hamilton (via ZOOM & In-person) (Contact Pastor Tim
tobrien@stevenspointumc.org if you would like to join)

Fridays

12:00 pm - Fly High - "Common Ground" by Amberly Neese (via ZOOM & In-Person)
(Contact Yvonne ychojnacki@stevenspointumc.org if you would like to join)

WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY
The Women’s Bible Study resumed our weekly study on
Tuesday nights at 7:00 pm. We meet in the following
three ways: by zoom (link, meeting id, and passcode
below), by phone (numbers below), and in person (at
the church in the Thomas Coke room).
We are exploring the letter from Paul to the Ephesians. This is a wonderful letter as its purpose
was to strengthen the believers in Ephesus in their Christian faith by explaining the nature and
purpose of the church, the body of Christ. This is just as fitting for us today. We will take our
time and explore Paul’s message of unity in Christ and also what it means to have unity in the
body of Christ.
We have a lovely group of ladies who are happy to welcome every lady to join the study when
able.
If you have any questions, contact Audra O'Brien (audraobrien931@gmail.com).
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84792269693?pwd=Unh3WmxmRWtkZ1h0S296OE5W
TCtPdz09
Meeting ID: 847 9226 9693
Passcode: 270660
Dial by your location - +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
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FALL BIBLE STUDY

“Half Truths: God Helps Those Who Help Themselves and
Other Things the Bible Doesn't Say”
Wednesdays 6:00 p.m.
In person and on Zoom

There are many phrases that we hear like: ―God helps those who help
themselves‖, ―Everything happens for a reason‖, or ―Love the Sinner,
Hate the Sin‖ and think they come straight from scripture. However,
these simple phrases said without understanding the context of
scripture can be very hurtful and cause great harm to other people.
Through our video and discussion we will look at these popular sayings
and others to discern the elements of truth found in scripture. This study will be on
Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. both in person and online using Zoom. Please use the link below to
connect with this class. Everyone is welcome.
Topic: Understanding the Bible
Wednesday’s at 6:00 PM
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82822782511
Meeting ID: 828 2278 2511

FLY HIGH
Learn to live at peace with others even when you disagree by
studying biblical stories of rivalries in Common Ground by Amberly
Neese.
Whether it is in politics, the professional world, a party, or a
pew, we face conflict every day. As discussions get more heated
and social media is deluged with opinion-spewing, hurt feelings,
and broken relationships, we need hope and practical tools to
navigate the tumultuous waters and live at peace with everyone.
Fortunately, the Scriptures hold the key to living at peace despite
our differences. In Common Ground, a four-week Bible study,
Amberly Neese combines stories of sibling rivalries from the Bible with personal experience,
humor, hope, and her love of God’s Word.
Fly High meets on Fridays at noon in the Thomas Coke Room and also on zoom. The cost of
this study is $13.50. If you would like to join this study, please contact Yvonne at 715/344-3557
or ychojnacki@stevenspointumc.org.

REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT TEAM
UPDATE

Our Refugee Resettlement Team, which is a combined
team of our congregation with Good Shepherd Lutheran,
Trinity Lutheran, and Holy Spirit Catholic churches, has
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now been working with our family from Syria for three months.
Our family has come a long way in getting settled, but our team is realizing just how hard it
is and how long it takes for someone from another country to learn our language, customs, and
become independent. This is why our team will continue to journey with our family for another
six-seven months to help them end the school year well, continue to learn English, get their
health checks, and help them find employment.
This has been an amazing ministry of extending the hospitality, grace, and light of God’s
love and hope to those most in need. If you are interested in helping out as a driver, with our
finance team or you would like to know how else to help please contact Pastor Tim or Mary
Schultz.

ITEMS NEEDED FOR REFUGEE FAMILIES

Please bring items to Rooms D/E in the Discovery Zone and
place on tables in front of the table signs.

Shampoo
Ethnic shampoo- for our African families
Conditioner
Ethnic conditioner
Deodorant- men and women
Body Wash for shower
Toilet Paper
Paper Towels
Laundry Detergent
Bleach
Dryer Sheets
Dish Soap
Baggies- quart size and gallon size
Aluminum Foil
Diapers- not size 6
Baby Wipes
Twin-Size Sheet Sets
Pillows

FUEL ONLY GAS CARDS

We give $10 gas cards to people who need help getting to a doctor’s
appointment, job interview, etc. If you would like to donate toward gas
cards that are given to those in need, please write ―Gas Cards‖ in the
memo section of your check payable to ―UMC.‖

ONE BIG TENT
“Connecting the church to the community
through the love of God”
One Big Tent, our joint ministry of area congregations reaching out to
our neighbors in need, continues to grow as we are helping more people
out of our offices (1039b B Ellis St.) in downtown Stevens Point. Here are
some of their stories.
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Samantha contacted us because after moving to this area her car was no longer
working and she was at risk of losing her job and home. We connected her with a local
agency, Operation Bootstrap, which paid a portion of what she needed. Along with what
she could contribute she was able to get her car fixed.
Autumn and Josh are a homeless couple who have been sleeping in their car. We
worked with them to find a place at the Salvation Army shelter, enroll in the Rent Ready
program to find housing, and helped them with gas cards and food cards to meet their
immediate needs.
Lauren contacted us when she found out she was being evicted. Her husband is
ill and cannot work. They fell behind in their rent. She was not able to be helped by
Operation Bootstrap or CAP Services. We worked with her on budgeting and making a
plan. We talked with her landlord to hear the specifics of what she owed. After Lauren
identified what she could pay, we made up the difference paying her landlord to stop
the eviction.
These are just a few of our stories to show how we are building relationships and working
with people to connect them with our local agencies and resources that exist to support people
when they are struggling. However, when no one can help then we are the safety net to keep
people from crisis situations like homelessness.
I would like to ask for your continued support of this important ministry in our community in
the following ways.
1)
Please pray for those in need as we work with them and for the companions and clergy
who give their time to help find solutions.
2)
Prayerfully consider if you would like to be a companion talking with and working with our
neighbors who need help. We offer training and only ask people to volunteer for a 3-4 hour
shift once a week. Also, we pair you with a clergy person who is there to support you. For
example, I (Pastor Tim) volunteer every Wednesday with a member from Beloved Community
from 8:00 a.m. to Noon. If you are interested, please talk with Pastor Tim
3)
When it is appropriate, we do provide financial support to help with rent assistance, car
repair, buying medicines, etc. We work with people to identify what they can contribute and we
make up the difference with what they owe. We could use your financial support to help us
meet these ongoing needs. If you would like to make a financial contribution, please make the
check out to our church and put, ―One Big Tent‖ in the memo line.
Thank you for your prayerful and generous support of this important ministry to make God’s
love real to all our neighbors.
Pastor Tim

MEET & GREET

Meet and Greet at both services is open to all. We are asking that if
you attend that you provide a treat once in a while. You would also be
responsible for clean up as needed. The leftover snacks need to be
consolidated, refrigerated or frozen and labeled M&G. Dave makes the
coffee, but you would need to clean up the snacks and drinks area and
wipe down areas & tables as needed. Thank You.
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BROWN PAPER BAGS

Operation Bootstrap is in need of brown paper bags. If you have any you would
like to donate, please bring them to the church and place in the south coatroom.
If you have any questions, please call the church office (715/344-3557).

FAIR TRADE COFFEE SALE

You can find all Fair Trade products in the church office. Call the
church office (715/344-3557) if you would like an item pulled for
you and placed in the church exchange box outside of the church
building for you to pick up.

WAYS TO HELP
We are all looking for ways to share God's love. Here are some samples of things you can do:
Interfaith Food Pantry – We have the grocery cart in between the entrance doors on the
south side (school side), Tuesday through Thursday, 9am-3pm. Here is a list of their urgent
needs: Canned Fruit, Canned Vegetables, Cereal, Pasta, Pasta Sauce, Peanut Butter and Jelly.
You can also send a check to the office with ―Interfaith Food Pantry‖ in the memo portion and
we will make sure the funds go for this cause.
Call church people or neighbors – Just a friendly phone call can make someone’s day.

TAKE NOTE
If you or a loved one are in the hospital and would like a visit from Pastor Tim or a lay
person, please contact the church office at 715/344-3557. If this happens on a weekend,
please contact Pastor Tim (262/388-4635).

OUR TWO CAMPUSES
St. Paul’s-The Springs UMC
600 Wilshire Blvd
Stevens Point, WI 54481
715/344-3557

Campus Ministry - UWSP
Stevens Point, WI 54481
715/340-4523

